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YEARS BEFORE A WARY WORLD CAME TO KNOW THE X-MEN 
AS AN INTERNATIONAL BAND OF EXOTIC ADVENTURERS, THERE 
WERE A HANDFUL OF TROUBLED TEENAGERS, AND ONE MAN 
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AT IS 
‘ THIS PLACE? 
; ayes y 1S... 


YOURSELF AND 
YOUR EYEBEAMS 
WERE NEVER 

MO 


RE 
WELCOME! 


NO...ANP 
ON CLOSER 
OBSERVATION, I 


THE TEXTURES 
OF THESE LOCAL 
FLORA ARE NOT 


WITHDRAW MY WHAT ONE MIGHT 


ORIGINAL QUERY 
AS TO_OUR OWN 
POTENTIALLY 

DIMINISHED > 
PROPORTIONS. 


MY INSECTOIP 
PURSUER SEEMS 
TO HAVE LOST 


NO REASON 
TO GO AFTER IT. 
HAVE YOU SEEN 
JEAN, OR THE 
OTHERS? 


GIANT--BUT 
NO MORE 5O 
THAN MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 


RAISING 
ANOTHER 


FAMILIAR TO THE NYMR GUESTION... 


PINOSAURS. 


EXPECT IF IT 
WERE WE WHO 
WERE SMALL,,. 


HAVE WE 
BEEN SOMEHOW 
TRANSPORTED 
THROUGH TIME? 


y WHILE THERE 
ARE SOME WHO 
SEEM TO TAKE 
TRANSTEMPORAL 
TRIPS AS EASILY 
AS WE MIGHT 
CATCH THE 


»\ 


«+L DONOT 
THINK THAT IS 
WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED 
HERE. OBSERVE THE 
WAY THE 
VEGETATION 
ARCS ABOVE US, 

FORMING AN 


THAT FITS 
WITH THIS, 
y, ES OVER HERE. 


IF THERE IS 
TO BEA 
REPEAT OF THAT 
ENCOUNTER, ,. 

oa 


I FIRED INTO 
THE GROLINP, 
TO SCARE THAT 


BIG BEETLE LOOK WHAT 


MY EYEBEAM 
UNCOVERED! 


TOOLEP ANP 
SHAPED! 


OUR FATHS 
EEE GME 
MONTHS AGO. 


2. THIS TIME 
THE OUTCOME 
SHALL BE MORE 
TO MY LIKING! 


THERE HE 15/” 


NO SIGN OF 
THEM. rea NO 


c AS TO 
WHERE WE ARE, 


THOUGH I AM 
BEGINNING TO VY 
THINK IL MAY Gye 
; HAVE BEEN A “$6 


‘17/0 3 TRIFLE HASTY... 
/ Leino = ... WHEN 
ss . 
—< = ‘ CHAMBER 


/ 
CERTAINLY 
CEUILED THAN Me ToRy 
UNLIKE ANYTHING ! 

ANALYSIS... aps 
MODERN SCIENCE, 

THIS ARTIFACT IS ASSUMING 

tes SOF WERE STILL 
EARS OLD! 

ee ff AMERICA! 


<a > 
a 
Wwe 


I THOUGHT NOTHING THAT APECKED 


YOUR DAUGHTER 

ASHLEY, IS THE 

LAST SENTINEL 

WE ARE LIKELY 
TO SEE. 


MY TELEFATHIS 
ABILITIES HAVE 


“ARE WE SURE: 
THIS IS AGOOD 
IDEA?” : 


I MAKE NO 


LITTLE 
PARTNER, 


BUT IT SEEMS 


MIDDLE OF 
SIBLE 
PSYCHI 

ZONE. 


AVE 4 
CREATED A 
> NEITRALIZING 
D FIELPAL 
) AROUNP THIS 
) - CHAMBER, 


VAS 


I AM THE 


NOTHING 
BUT THE 
THREE OF YOu, 
SCOTT. 


«AND ONLY 


4 A MUTATION 
ALLOWED ME TO 


AN? MIGHT ONE 
INCCUIRE JUST 
WHAT IT IS YOu 


FEEL YOu 
“PROMISE”? 


NOTHING LESS 
THAN THE ATURE 
OF THE WORLP, 


BEAST. Wall 
TO ANSWER 
YOUR @UESTION 
IN GREATER 
DETAIL REQUIRES 
THAT YOU KNOW 
SOMETHING OF 
THE STRANGE 
STORY OF MY 


“STILL, WE FOUND 
WE COULD 
COMBINE OUR 


“I WAS BORN IN 
THE YEAR 1859. 
ANP BEFORE THE 
MANIFESTATION 
OF MY MUTATION 
DURING MY 
NINETEENTH YEAR, 
I WAS SEALED IN 
APRISON OF 
SILENCE. 


COULP TRAVEL 
ABROAP IN THE 
WORLD, LOOKING 
FOR OTHERS 
LIKE MYSELF. 


“ALAS, DEATH 
ANP ATTRITION 
WHITTLED AWAY 
AT MY FRAGILE 
BAND OF 


ABILITIES TO 
HELP SHORTEN 
WHAT MIGHT /} 
HAVE BEEN A 
MUCH LONGER 
CONFLICT. 


“BY THE TIME L 


“THE BIRTH OF 
THE ATOMIC AGE 
WAS STILL SOME 
THIRTY YEARS IN 
THE FUTURE, AND 
OURS WERE ONLY 
SUCH NOR 


MOTHER NATURE 
HERSELF CREATEPR. 


il ST 


1, EMERGING 


i PROGRESS OF 
Fd THE WORLD... 


| \.ANP TO SEEK 


IEW MUTANTS I 
| COULP ENLIST 
| IN MY CAUSE, { 


we 


THIS IT HAVE ANP YOUR 


.. LNT MY 
T ee, REFRIGERATED 


DONE Wi MOS RESPONSE YOUR LACK OF Y HE TAUGHT you 
ome" A TO THAT WAS |] FRIENP? IS RIGHT,< TRUST IS DUE To / TO BE FEARFUL 
TO KIDNAP MR, SENGER. DP SUSPICIOUS 


LORNA? 
NOW TELL 


N 
WHETHER OR 
NOT YOU TRUST \ THE TIME HAS 
ME IS OF LITTLE COME FOR MY FELLOW MUTANTS 
ANP ME TO RETURN TO HIBERNATION, 


3 HEY! REALLY WERE 

NM © THIS PLACE WILL ’ f ; 
. aa ] THAT WAS JUST 
raieg owes SOME KINP OF 


YOUR POWERS 
KEEP YOU SAFE 
FROM HARM, 


PROJECTION. 


INDEED... 
THAT WOULD BE 
HELPFUL IN 
TELLING US 
WHICH WAY TO 


PROJECTION, 
JEAN? 


I’M AFRAID 

NOT, TAD. THEIR 

MINPS ARE 
RED 


ARM! 
AGAINST ANY 
WHO ARE NOT 
THEMSELVES. 


MESSENGER? 
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re . 
YJ SS, 
SEEM WEHA Ee ow ; 
ena a“ 
NO cHOLE, CE 
CRAIG. THE DAY OF | 
WAR BETWEEN 


APPROACHING. 
Za. 
WHEN THEY 


E 
PREVAILED AS 
THEY SURELY 

MUST,.. 


oe 


A. 


by i 
p> 


MUST BE 


SURELY BE A 
LONG AND 
DIFFICULT TASK 


) OF REBUILDING 
THE WORLD, 


. SHE WILL 
SEE THE 
VALIDITY OF 
OUR PURPOSE, 


. + I N}) 
G7) THINK 50, 
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JEAN. 


IVE OPENED a 
A SMALL CRACK (ee 
IN THE SEAMS. { 


AT LEAST WE'VE OR WAS I THE 


ONLY ONE WHO 
HEARP LORNA 
SCREAM AS YOU 
SEALED HER 
INTO THAT 
HIBERNATION 
CYLINDER? 


“RECRUITED” 
IS A BIT 
GENEROUS, 
WOULPN’T YOU 
SAY, GENE? 


HASN‘T BEEN 
COMPLETELY 
INPOCTRINATELC”’ 
BY XAVIER! 


THAT WAS NO 
MORE THAN HER 
FEAR OF THE 


LEAVE THAT 
TO 
ME, CYKE! 


REMEMBE 7 
ICE EXPANDS NOW ALL 
iT os YOU HAVE TO Do 
FREEZES! Ee 
SCOTT... 
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THERE'S VF 
SOME KIND leg 


OF 
BEYOND. 


= E ARE ANAS T (of 
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: Re OULD 
"ROUNP, lO’ 


A 
STRUCTURE OF 
THIS SIZE COULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN 
BUILT ON THE 
SURFACE. 


HAVE CARVEP 
OUT SUCH 


NOT AND 
REMAINED A 

‘RET, IN ANY 

CASE! 


THE WALLS 
APPEAR TO BEA 
COMNMGINATION OF 


MYSTERIOUS 
METAL OF THE 
FLOOR ABOVE. 


Gene ey 
OUR O 
Te) PAL THE ee 


BETTER 
DE-ICE, BOBBY. 


THERE'S 
ALMOST N 


MO, O 
(S TURE IN THE 
AIR POWN HERE. 
NOTHING FOR 
YOU TO FREE 
BUT YOUR are 


BODILY FLUIDS, P\ 
i =| 


BUT--THERE’S 
JUST ENOUGH 
MOVEMENT 


IN 
THE AIR TO KEEP 
IT FROM BEING 
COMPLETELY 
UNBEARABLE, 


MUST BE SOME 
ICE, IT SURE IS 
HOT 


DOWN 


INDEED 


BOBBY, 


BUT THIS IS 
SO FAR BEYOND 


MODERN 
TECHNOLOGY... 


wIT/S UNLIKELY 
EVEN HE COULD 
HAVE HANPLEP 

SER ARG JOB, 


JEAN--ARE 
you READING 
ANYTHING? 


MESSENGER’S 
DEAD ZONE 
MUST EXTEND 

FOR MILES 


DIS TAN, CE, 


BOBBY. 


THAT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE ONE 
CONPITIONER/ 


WE peel BE 
UNPERGROUND! 


WHICH MEANS 


AGREED, HANK. 
MESSENGER 
MUST HAVE 
KNOWN WE 
WOULPN’T JUST 
SIT IN THE BOX 

HE PUT US IN, 


BOBBY? 
ARE YOu 


Lv? HATE ; 
TO BE THE ONE 


FOLKS. AND 
SINGLE FA 


LUCKY 
ITS NOT 

NING TOO 

FAST: 


WE!D BE IN 


! TROUBLE IF WE 
GOT SUCKED uP ' 
INTO IT! 


Uff 
Uy 


oe 


CONSERVES 
ENERGY BY NOT 
RUNNING AT PULL 

POW! 

CONSTANTLY, 


% 
TELEKINESIS, 
JEAN? 
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N 
aay \ 
= 
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THERE MUST 
SOMETHING! 
AKES NO 


THIS & 
CATWALK! 
WE MAY 
HAVE ALLOWED 
OURSELVES ON 
TOO MANY 


LEADER / 


ON THE SIPES 
OF MY VISOR... 


AT Not wrtH- 
UT LOSING THE 
LITTLE I’M ABLE 
TO CONTRIBUTE 
TOUS ALL 
RESISTING THE 


BUT THIS 
ACCELERATED 
CYCLE COULD 

L. 
t ALL WE KNOW! 


USE 
YOUR EYE- 


oS 
IN 
oq 
Az 
ra 
ov 


R ITS 


WHATEVE 


OF COURSE! 
IT ONLY MAKES 
SENSE THERE 
WOULD BE SOME 
KIND OF DEVICE 

LIKE THIS. 


a 2, 


MIGHT 
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Lf 
GF, 
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THE HUNTER 


REALLY PUSHEP ¢ 
HIM T2_THE 


BF 
Bi} 


INTO A SIZABLE 
N CHAMBER 
Wa BEYOND! 


’ FORM A 
TELEKINETIC 
BUBBLE AROUN 
ALL OF us! 


VENTILATOR 
SHAFT / 


NATURAL 
FORMATION, 
FROM THE 
/ LOOKS OF IT! 


7 
ECONPS! JEAN! MAKE 
YOUR FORCE 
aA FIELD AS BIG ANP 
S SOFT AS 
you CAN! 


ay % 
VL a 1 \ 
AYES 


AS WOULP I BE, 
WERE LEVEN A | 


TION 
FRAC SILIENT! 


HERE IT IS 
MA WILL OF 


+ 
YOU HAVE THAT RULES 
OVER ALL/ 


NO_TIME WE'VE GOT 
FO! TO GET 
EXPLANATIONS AWAYFROM 
NOW. HERE. 


GIS 
LIFTING OFF 
MY BRAIN. GRABBED LORNA 
‘ — DANE, 


BUT NONE j 
OF THAT WRE 
MATTERS! GOING TO COME 
. WITH ME, ANGEL! 
AND_HAVOK THEM OR THE YOWRE GOING 
WITH HER. ( Ret Cee x- TO COME WITH 
J ME... 


S 
OCCUPANTS: S ANP YOU'RE 


GOING TO HELP 
ME TAKE BACK 
THE LIFE THESE 
PEOPLE STOLE 
i FROM ME! 


within WORLDS 


WORLD 


Dear Marvel: 
I’ve been reading the X- 
MEN on and off for about 
30 years and have never 
written to Marvel 
comics. The “Mad” 
books pulled me back 
into the X-MEN a few 
years ago and | have followed the cre- 
ative ups and downs since then. Lobdell 
and Davis did some good work, among 
others, but most of the recent issues 
have been anything but fun to read. I’m 
writing to say, please keep publishing X- 
MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS! Each issue 
is a fun and compelling read, with clean 
economical stories and has all the best 
X-characters. Let Byrne do what he’s 
doing here and please clean up your 
leading titles with committed creative 
talents who know how to tell a story. 
David Keith 
Seattle, WA 


Well, David, as you know by now, X- 
MEN:THE HIDDEN YEARS is canceled 
and, unfortunately, there is nothing 
that can be done to change that, so sit 
back and enjoy the remaining issues. 
And as for committed talent on the 
core X-titles, how do Grant Morrison, 
Frank Quitely, Joe Casey and lan 
Churchill sound? Not too shabby, eh? 


Dear Marvel, 

It all started again 

battling the Hulk 

with a noisy din 

and we won't sulk 

that it is now thin 

but about we will talk 

how X:THY made us grin 
Lloyde Allen Grant 
Saginaw, Michigan 


Umm ... Yeah ...Uhh... Well... Glad 
we could make 
you grin, Lloyde. 


Dear Marvel, 

It's nice to see 
Beast of the past 
tense and the rest 
of the X-Men of 
yesteryear. So | 
sat here like a 
happy frolicking 
puppy enjoying 
each moment of 
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X-MEN:THY #17. | used to 
love Spider-Man's confrontations with 
Kraven the Hunter. Kraven has always 
been a very unique super-villain and to 
see him in this story was a true delight. 
Kraven definitely knows the instinct of 
the hunt and he makes a lot of sense 
when lecturing Beast on first assaults. 
Just because you have a first assault 
doesn’t always mean that you will be the 
victor. Excellent story! 

Sincerely, 
Paul DaleRoberts 


Thanks for the praise, Paul. It was 
cool to have our mutants battle a non- 
mutant villain. Kraven is a unique 
character and if anyone could lecture 
Beast on the intricacies of the Hunt, 
Kraven the Hunter is the man! 


Dear Gang, 

| really enjoyed X-MEN:THY #17 a lot. 
In fact, | am going to say it was my 
favorite issue of the series so far! | real- 
ly liked Kraven as a guest star. It was 
really cool. The cover was great and the 
creative team did their usual excellent 

effort. I'll see you next issue. 
Brendan Walsh 
Chicago, IL 


That’s two for Kraven! As usual the 
creative team on HIDDEN YEARS does 
their darndest to please and satisfy. 
We will pass on the compliments to 
Mssrs. Byrne, Palmer and Wright. 


Dear Hidden Crew, 

As much as | hate to admit it, X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN YEARS is actually one of 
the best titles outhere at the moment, 
and by far the best X-title. | hate to 
admit it because | wasn’t buying it 
before #4 (but soon bought the first 
three comics), because | didn’t think it 
would be any good. Boy was | wrong. 

About the cancellation of the title, the 
only good thing that comes out of this is 
| save some money each month, a lot of 
bad things comes out of it. Where else 
could we have seen the surviving Lost 
Generation members, the death of 


E-MAIL: 


MA/IL@ 
MARVEL.COM 


IE YOU DON'T WANT YOUR NAME AND 


'SS PRINTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW, 
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH. 


Kathryn 
Worthington and 
the “return” of Kraven 
and one of my all-time favourite char- 
acters Candy Southern. This title has 
had a certain “silver age feeling” which 
has been perfect, and I’m sad to see it 
go. But | will enjoy the last few issues, 
and | look forward to the next issue to 
learn more about Tad Carter and the rest 
of the characters on page 6. 
Best, 
Kim Henckel 
henckel@aub.dk 


Thanks, Kim! It is sad to see HID- 
DEN YEARS go, but you are correct 
about looking forward to the last few 
issues, they’re terrific! 


Dear Marvel, 

| can’t believe you’re canceling this 
series. Of all the X-titles it is easily the 
best. The premise is simple, the group 
manageable unlike the burgeoning and 
complicated numbers of mutants in 
other X-titles, and the art and character- 
ization are compelling. 

| read somewhere this title is being 
canceled despite it being profitable. 
Does this make sense? | also read that it 
was felt the book did not fit in with the 
present vision of the X-titles. Surely this 
is the reason the book is successful, 
because it is different. No other book 
deals with the original team set at a 
point in their past. 

Anyway, | suspect the Hidden Years 
book appeals to those with a love of the 
history of the X-Men. These are the 
readers you are alienating by canceling 
the book. Since when have good stories 
and art involving an original premise 
which generates a profit qualified for 
cancellation? 

J. Byatt 


It is not Marvel’s intent to alienate 
one group of readers for another, J. 

Like you, we are sad to lose the 
HIDDEN YEARS and the reasons for 
cancellation are many. Maybe some- 
time in the future we can rejoin our 
young mutants and finish the journey 
that began in HIDDEN YEARS, but until 
then we’ll be focusing on the future of 
our merry X-tribe and the rest of the 
Marvel U. 


